Theory of Knowledge II
Mrs. Koty
Syllabus 2011-2012
Year two:  the senior year

IBO Objectives:  Upon completion of the course, students will able to:
· analyze knowledge claims, their underlying assumptions and their implications.

· generate questions, explanations, conjectures, hypotheses, alternative ideas and possible solutions in response to knowledge issues concerning areas of knowledge, ways of knowing and students’ own experience as learners

· demonstrate an understanding of different perspectives on knowledge issues

· draw links and make effective comparisons between different approaches to knowledge issues that derive from areas of knowledge, ways of knowing, theoretical positions and cultural values.

· demonstrate an ability to give a personal, self-aware response to a knowledge issue.

· formulate and communicate ideas clearly with due regard for accuracy and academic honesty.

Schedule:  TOK II will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays during third block in room A108 during the first three quarters of the school year.  
Texts:  Our three textbooks are Man is the Measure by Reuben Abel, An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis by John Hospers, and Theory of Knowledge for IB Diploma by Richard van de Lagemaat.  We will incorporate additional materials as appropriate.
Notebook:  Students should continue using the three-ringed binder they used in Theory of Knowledge I.  The sections in that binder were to be labeled as journal, ways of knowing, and miscellaneous. The following six categories will be added this year:  mathematics, natural sciences, human sciences, history, art, and ethics.  If a student prefers to keep his/her journal in a separate notebook, that section may be omitted.  The journal should not be spiral bound as students may need to add or remove pages when instructed.
Grading:  The final assessment for the course is the essay that the student submits.  Therefore, students will be asked to complete essays in preparation for their final submission; at least one essay was completed during Theory of Knowledge I.  Additionally students are expected to prepare and participate in both group and individual presentations.  The final presentation may be videotaped.   Students will complete two journal entries per week; notebooks will be assessed.  Participation in class discussions and activities is mandatory.  Students will take announced and/or announced quizzes; all homework assignments are to be completed on time.  Participation in periodic online discussion boards is expected.

Major grades (essays, projects, and presentations):
  60%



Minor grades (quizzes, homework, and class work):   40%


The grade for the IB diploma is based on the final essay and the presentation.
e-Chalk:  Due to the fact that TOK meets only twice a week, students are expected to check on the class daily through the e-Chalk SHS website.  Students will be able to check homework assignments, ask questions, or engage in a discussion on the site.  Parents can also access the site whenever they wish to do so.  
kotys@sumter17.echalk.com
Availability:  If you have a question, please don’t hesitate to contact me by phone or e-mail.  The school’s phone number is (803) 481-4480.  E-mail is the most convenient method of contact.
Course content:  Due to the nature of the course, there will be times when the class discussions may involve subjects about which students may have strong feelings such as religion or politics.  I expect everyone to respect others’ opinions at all times even when they disagree with those opinions.
Assessment

TOK Essay:


Students will write a 1200-1600 word essay on one of ten prescribed prompts.  The student will be graded using the IBO’s rubric for TOK.  The essay is not a research paper, but, if students use specific sources, they must cite them appropriately.  


Even though the titles will be broad, students are expected to engage the questions with specific examples that include various Areas of Knowledge and Ways of Knowing.  Students should refer to the TOK wheel, which may be found in Theory of Knowledge for IB Diploma, as a guide when answering a prompt.  Students cannot change the titles in any way and must stay focused on answering the question.  


I will help prepare them to write the essay by engaging them in class with similar questions and by assigning them to write essays that are similar in format.  I will provide them guidance in avoiding plagiarism.  


Students can score up to 40 points for the essay.  The points will be converted into a letter grade.  The grades are A-F. Further information will be provided when the titles are announced.

Students will receive a grade from the IBO and from me.  This grade may differ slightly; my grade will be used to determine the student’s grades for Sumter High report cards.  

TOK Presentation:

Students will do one presentation that will be self-evaluated.  The self-evaluation along with my assessment is sent to the IBO.  The presentations will be taped to allow the IBO to examine the presentation in greater detail if so desired.  This final presentation may be done individually or as a group.  Every member of a group must contribute equally in the presentation and will receive an individual grade.  Individual presentations need to be approximately ten minutes.  The time frame for group presentations is determined by the amount of students in the group.  The subject is determined by the students with my guidance.  However, students are expected to present the subject while considering various Areas of Knowledge and Ways of Knowing.  
Students can score up to 20 points for the essay.  The points will be converted into a letter grade.  The grades are A-F.

The IB Learner Profiles for Theory of Knowledge I and II
The IBO identifies the following categories as characteristics for which IB learners should strive.  

Inquirers:  The nature of the course is such that its purpose is to develop in students a desire to 


question knowledge and the process of knowledge acquisition.   This characteristic is central 


to the course’s intended outcomes.
Knowledgeable:  Again, this is central to the course’s curriculum.  The students have been in school 


for twelve years and have gained a lot of knowledge.  Now the students will be encouraged 


to think about how the obtained that knowledge and how it can be best applied to real life

circumstances.  They will address differences in knowledge in various cultures.

Thinkers:  Throughout the course, we will examine issues in different cultures and how ethically

those issues may be addressed.  The students will complete presentations and essays which 

require them to think critically and apply their knowledge to broad concepts.

Communicators:  Communication and collaboration are essential components of this course.  We

will spend approximately two weeks discussing language and communication as a means of 

knowledge acquisition.  
Principled:  Participation is a necessary component of this course.  The students work on both 


group and individual assignments.  They come to understand through the assignments that 


working to one’s full potential benefits everyone.  
Open-minded:  Success is not an option in this course for an individual who is not open-minded.  

The students must respect differences in matters of sensitive areas such as political and religious beliefs.  They must be able to hear another’s opinions and beliefs without judging and criticizing.  They must consider how cultural awareness plays into various problems of knowledge and belief systems.

Caring: This course, like CAS and extended essay, is at the centre of their learning.  They should

understand and demonstrate empathy for others in their immediate surroundings and in the world in general.  As they begin to contemplate their own knowledge and their life experiences, they will be encouraged to put their knowledge into use through things such as service action projects and outreach programs.  They should begin to consider how they can give back to the world which has given so much to them.

Risk-takers:  Everyone in this course has taken risks.  They have elected to pursue the IB diploma.  
They have taken academically rigorous courses and made a commitment to community, action, and service.  By definition, they are risk-takers.  This course will present them with numerous unfamiliar situations and viewpoints.  They will be asked to consider things to which they may have never given thought; they must take the risk and become a more knowledgeable person.
Balanced:  This course will ask them to consider basic principles such as emotion as a way of 

knowing while also exploring more complex concepts such as the Super String Theory.  They will have academically challenging assignments as well as socially challenging assignments.  They will have to blend socially within and beyond the class.

Reflective:  This is the essence of the class.  They will reflect upon themselves as knowers.

Theory of Knowledge II, 2011-2012
By signing below I am acknowledging that I have received and read the syllabus for Theory of Knowledge II.  I have also received information about the essay and presentation that is required for this course; I understand that further information will be provided at a later date.  I understand that I may contact Mrs. Koty if I have any questions.  I also understand that participation is mandatory in this course.
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________________________

Printed Name:
________________________________________________Date:  __________________
Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________________

Printed Name:  _________________________________________________Date:  _________________
Please complete the following.

Parents’/Guardians’ names:  _____________________________________________________________

Street address:  ________________________________________________________________________

City, State Zip:  _______________________________________________________________________

Home phone:  _________________________________________________________________________

Mother’s work phone:  ______________________      Father’s work phone:  _______________________

Mother’s e-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________

Father’s e-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________

Please print the e-mail addresses clearly.  
Do you check these e-mail addresses regularly?  ____Yes   ____No

If you would like to share any information with me, please use the following space to do so.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
