IB Visual Arts

Aims

The aims of the Visual Arts are to:

· provide students with opportunities to make personal, sociocultural and aesthetic experiences meaningful through the production and understanding of art  

· promote visual and contextual knowledge of art from various cultures 

· encourage the pursuit if quality through experimentation and purposeful creative work in the various expressive media

· enable students to learn about themselves and others through individual and, where appropriate, collaborative engagement with the visual arts.

Objectives

Students will be expected to demonstrate:

· growth and commitment through the study of art (LP Communicators)
· an interrelationship between their research and their artistic production

through purposeful exploration an inquiring and integrative approach to a variety of visual phenomena (LP Inquires)
· ability to solve formal and technical problems encountered in studio practice (LP open minded)
·  technical skills and an appropriate use of media (LP Thinker)
· demonstrate clearly in visual and written terms how personal research has led to an understanding of the topics or concepts being investigated 
· show some awareness of  cultural, historical and social dimensions of themes in more than one cultural context (LP Knowledgeable)
· examine the visual and functional qualities of art form their own and other cultures for meaning and significance (LP reflective)
Comparative Study- comparing different artworks by different artist. 20%
SL= 10-15 screens that examine and compare at least three artworks, at least two different artist from contrasting context, plus a list of sources.
Process Portfolio- carefully selected materials that show evidence of experimentations, exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of visual arts activities during the course.  40%
SL= 9-18 screens showing sustained experimentations from a variety of art-making activities.  Submitted work must be in at least two art-making forms. 
Exhibition- submitted for assessment a selection of resolved artworks from their final exhibition.  The selected pieces should show evidence of their technical accomplishments during the course as well as an understanding of the use of materials, ideas and practice appropriate for visual communication.  40%
SL= submit a curatorial rationale that does not exceed 400 words, 4-7 artworks, exhibition text (title, medium, size and intention) for each piece. 
Studio Work
Students will be introduced to art concepts and techniques through practical work in the studio. Students are allowed and encouraged to work collaboratively in the studio, reflection is a common strategy of art professionals.  However, the final assessment is an individual one, so students’ work overall must show evidence of their individual achievements.  Students are also encouraged to explore local art or craft tradition.  At the end of the course students should have integrated an understanding of conceptual content, knowledge of form, and technical skill in some finished works of quality.

Choice of Media and Techniques

Work in the studio may combine several techniques and any medium may be used.  Students may demonstrate mastery in various ways, provided their course of study includes an introduction to art concepts and techniques.  The pursuit of projects in a variety of media, the development of original ideas, the discovery of creative solutions and the acquisition of technical skills is the goal. Work of quality which shows a maturity of artistic understanding at the end of the course is preferable to work which shows a superficial acquaintance with a large number of techniques.

Process Portfolio
The purpose of the Process Portfolio is to encourage personal research and discovery, which functions interactively with work in the studio.  The workbook should incorporate: analytical research, discovery, interpretation, and media experiments.  The workbook should contain visual and written information, including the student’s own original works such as sketches and diagrams, and should function as a working journal.  They should reflect the student’s personal interests and may be a wide-ranging personal investigation into many fields.  They should be a balance between analytical research and open-ended inquiry, illustrating the creative processes of the student.

The content of the research can vary considerably, but they must show evidence of research into the sociocultural and historical contexts of more than one culture.  Whatever the content, the use of the vocabulary of art criticism should be encouraged.

· Personal reports of visits to museums and galleries, local artists and designers should be included.  Photographs, photocopies and cutouts form magazines are acceptable if they are relevant to the theme(s) and are accompanied by an explanation or critical comment.  Relevant material from other disciplines (math, music, theatre) may be included.

· Evidence of teacher-student dialogue, student-student dialogue or other collaborative strategies for responding to entries should be included.  Pertinent questions, pointers to resources, and positive criticism from teachers or other students should be recorded.

· Information may be recorded by any means such as drawing, painting or word processing.  However, it is preferable for the student to write out information.  Sources must always be acknowledged

· Workbooks are journals, which should reflect a personal approach or style: they are neither scrapbooks nor sketchbooks.  Workbook entries should be dated and kept in chronological order: they must not be constructed artificially after the work has been completed.  The workbook should not be edited, as this prevents the teacher or examiner from identifying the student’s personal progress during the course.

· Coursework and the teacher’s lesson notes must not be included without modification, and materials should never be added to fill space

· Formal papers do not reflect the style of workbooks and should not be included. Long essays should be avoided

Students should visit local museums, galleries and libraries.  Local artist, designers and other experts should be consulted.  Other community resources, including craft markets, architecture and mass media, should be used.  Creative connections, made possible by open-ended exploration of themes are encouraged.   The focus is on the relationship between artistic production and research strategies.  The research should complement the student’s studio work.

This class aims to meet the requirements of the different IB Learner Profiles.

The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet and help to create a better, more peaceful world.


IB learners strive to be:

1. Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

2. Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance.  In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

3. Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.
4. Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.
5. Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

6. Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.
7. Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

8. Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas

and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

9. Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

10. Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.

